Name_____________________          

Unit 2 Explorers Vocabulary Words and 
Important People
1. Exploration:  Searching the unknown   

2.  Vikings: The first Europeans to explore North America.  They explored eastern Canada.   


3. Leif Eriksson:  The Viking explorer who reached North America (Canada) naming it Vineland because he found grapes there.


4. Cartographers:  Men who made maps.


5. The Indies:  India, China, Japan, and the surrounding islands   


6. Portugal:  First European country to find a waterway around Africa to Asia.  They led the world in exploration.


7. Navigation:  The study of how to plan and control the course of a ship.   


8. Christopher Columbus:  In 1492, he made the first of four trips to America, believing he had reached the Indies.   


9. Caravel:  A small three-masted ship that had triangular sails and could sail into the wind. 


10. Compass:  A navigational instrument used to help sailors find direction.   


Vocabulary quiz on these 10 words on Friday, October 5, 2012
11.  Astrolabe:  A navigational instrument that used the sun or the North Star to find location.


12. John Cabot:  English explorer that claimed much of the Atlantic coast for England while searching for a passage through America to the Indies.   


13. Ferdinand Magellan:  First to sail around the world proving that it was round.  (He died in a war in the Philippines.)   


14. Monarch:  A king or queen of a country.   


15. Conquistador:  A Spanish conqueror.   


16. Hernando de Soto:  Discovered the Mississippi River while looking for gold for Spain


17. Henry Hudson: Hired by the Dutch to search for a new route to Asia.  Claimed land for the Dutch, the Hudson River and Bay were named for him.   

18. The Northwest Passage:  Explorers looked for a river that would cut west through North America that would be a NW passage to Asia.  Of course, there was not one.


19. Robert La Salle:  Explored the Mississippi River claiming the entire region for France.  He named it Louisiana in honor of King Louis.   
